is placed at a great distance from Orion on the northern side
of the ecliptic. It is placed near another star called Brah-
mahrdaya (Capella). In Ramayana (6. 4, 48) we have
mention of a. Brakmardsi as sacred. Perhaps, when the idea
of the sages changed at a* later period and Prajapati was
identified with Brahman, the constellation figure was also chang-
ed and made to embrace these stars. This is the only explana-
tion that I can offer for the star ft Aurigae being called Praja-
pati and Capella as Brahmahrdaya.

Lastly, the origin of the name of the sign Mithuna may
have something to do with the union of Prajapati with Dawn.

The time of the origin of the myth may be roughly dated
at about 4200 B.C. and the later modification at about 3500 B.C.

3. Maruts. The Maruts are invoked in thirty-three com-
plete hymns and in most of the passages of two other hymns.
They are invoked with Indra in one hymn, although they are
associated with him in various ways. They are also addressed
with Agni in three hymns and with Vayu in three passages
of a hymn. Lastly, they are praised or otherwise mentioned
hi more than 150 places alone or with other deities.

The Maruts are 3x7 (I. 133. 6), 7x7 (V. 52. 17) or 9x7
or 63 (VII. 96. 8). They are numerous, although they have the
same name (VIII. 20. 13). They remain in a group (gana&riyab)
(I. 64. 9 ; V. 60. 8), being associated together (I. 168. 4). They
have the same form (I. 168. 9), are of the same age (I. 165. 1;
V. 58. 5), none being eldest or youngest (V. 59. 6) and equally
become pleasant (I. 186. 8) or enraged (II. 34. 5; VIII. 20. 2,
etc.). They are called leaders in many passages (I. 39. 3;

I.  64. 4; V. 54. 10; etc.).

The Maruts are visible (I. 64. 19) and are high in position
(I. 64. 2 ; V. 52. 13 ; etc.). We have mention of their firm body
(I. 64. 3), with head and fire-like tongue (I. 44. 14 ; I. 166. 11),
shoulder (VII. 56. 13; etc.), strong arm (V. 57. 6; VIII. 20.
12), firm hand (I. 37. 3; J. 38. 11), and leg (V. 54. 11). The
most characteristic bodily feature of the Maruts is their
brilliancy, which is referred to in many passages by different
epithets. They are brilliant (I. 19. 3, 5, 6 ; I. 37. 4; V. 52. 6;
V. 57. 5; VIL 56. 16; etc.), self-brilliant (I. 37. 2; VI. 48. 12),
brilliant like tightening (I. 172. 1), fire (VI. 662) and the sun
(I, 64. 2). They are moon-like (V. 57. 8) and golden in colour
(L 165. 12). They are surrounded by rays of light (I. 19. 8;
V. 52. 9). Again they are dark and ruddy (V. 57. 4), probably
referring to the darkness due to cloud (or night) and brightness
due to lightening (or day). They are spotted (I. 165. 13;

II. 34.11; Vm. 7,7} like a deer (I. 64. 8).   Their close connec-
tion with lightening will be referred to later when I consider
their works.   Of other physical features of the Maruts, we
know of their fearful appearance (I. 19. 5; L 64. 2; L 169. 7 }
V. 56. 2)s youthfulness (I. 64. 2; etc.), great strength (1.19. 5;